OhioTrek :A Focus on Literacy is a strategic model designed to prepare third and fourth grade students to meet Ohio’s
Fourth Grade Guarantee. OhioTrek focuses intently on the improvement of literacy skills — specifically reading and
writing — through the context of social studies topics.

This curriculum guide is part of a comprehensive new interactive instructional curriculum package which also includes
an interactive website and over 70 minutes of videotaped field trip segments for classroom viewing. OhioTrek will serve
all third and fourth grade students in 32 of the states’ 200 low wealth districts in northwest and west central Ohio.
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INTRODUCTION

The OhioTrek curriculum is a strategically designed model for third and fourth grade students and teachers. Since
literacy development has proven to be paramount to successful student achievement, the OhioTrek student curriculum
resource focuses on problem solving strategies specifically designed to improve literacy skills by integrating reading,
writing, and social studies topics.

As a regional instructional package, OhioTrek directly serves third and fourth grade students in 32 of Ohio’s 200 low
wealth districts. This includes 55 schools and over 5200 students. OhioTrek is carefully designed to provide high quality
supplemental instruction through varied delivery methods, and addresses the learning styles and needs of all students,
including those with disabilities.

Specifically, the OhioTrek multimedia project will focus on raising students’ abilities in the areas of:

* Becoming active, engaged learners by addressing individual learning styles

* Strengthening the ability to access non-fiction (informational text)

* Providing opportunities to explore informal writing (Ohio Language Arts Model)
*  Working with web-based materials for collection and interpretation of data

These goals will be achieved through the presentation of six units within a social studies context. The unit topics will
be presented using interactive web-based curriculum materials, and further developed and reinforced in the accompa-
nying teacher’s guide and video segments.The objectives of these units correlate with the Ohio state models in
Language Arts and Social Studies as well as Ohio’s Fourth Grade Proficiency Tests in reading, writing, and citizenship.

Three of the units in the OhioTrek curriculum are designed for third grade students and teachers and the other three
are geared toward fourth grade.Topic areas for third graders include economics (Farm Life), production and con-
sumption (Toy Production), and local government (My Community). Fourth graders will concentrate on areas that
include early Ohio history (Moundbuilders), comparing cultural groups in Ohio (e.g.,African American, Amish, Ger-
man, Latino, and Polish), and historical timelines and mapping (the Underground Railroad). However, each unit is
designed so that teachers may use it in either grade. In order to gain the maximum benefit from the curriculum, the
lessons within each unit follow a suggested sequence. However, the curriculum is designed so the components can be
adapted to fit any individual school curriculum.Teachers may choose to incorporate only a few of the lessons from
any one unit and may do so in any order.

WEBSITE

The website for OhioTrek is a closed site that is password protected. There are four main sections: Teacher, Student,
About OhioTrek, and Teacher/Student Survey. Components of the interactive website include links to streaming video
segments. These segments are designed to reinforce key concepts from whole group discussions; cooperative learning
activities designed to strengthen student responses to non-fiction (informational) text; access to student content area
word banks (glossary); ability to download or review electronic files of teacher support materials; and a searchable
database of primary and secondary resources.

VIDEOTAPED SEGMENTS

Each unit has one or two videotaped “field trip” segments for classroom viewing, discussion and activities. These short
segments help students visualize areas of interest not usually accessible to them, enabling students to more directly
absorb lesson concepts.Videotaped segments are produced to encourage students to further investigate and explore
topics of interest; this strongly supports literacy development through media.Video field trips are also topically
related to web-based materials and topics.
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CURRICULUM STANDARDS

The curriculum standards used to create the OhioTrek materials are drawn from the following sources:

*  Ohio Fourth Grade Proficiency Objectives
+ State of Ohio Draft Standards 3™ Grade English/Language Arts
* National Council on Social Studies standards in the disciplines of history, geography, civics, economics

For a complete listing of the standards used, reference the appendices of the OhioTrek teacher’s guide. New Social
Studies standards in the state of Ohio are expected to be available by the end of year 2001. New achievement tests in
the state of Ohio are expected to be operational within the next few years. It is recommended to resource the Ohio
Department of Education website for current updates on standards (http://www.ode.state.oh.us/ca/ci/).

HOW TO GET HELP

For the first year of the project (2001-02 school year), professional development in the form of teacher workshops
and school visits will be available. Here are the ways to contact us:

By email:
dkisabeth@wbgu.bgsu.edu

By phone:
NWOET Hot Line [-800-966-9638

By Mail:

OhioTrek

WBGU-PBS

245 Troup St.

Bowling Green, OH 43403

Internet Access:
(URL) http://www.ohiotrek.org
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